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So a friend had mentioned something to me a while back about the cold war and how the US had 
spent butt-loads of our tax money to build hundreds of ICBM (inter-continental ballistic missile)sites. 
Each site costs about 18 million dollars and this was back in the 50s. Being in the lovely state of 
Nebraska we started to look for these abandoned silos. Now these missile silos come in a number of 
different types depending on what era the were constructed in. We first found an abondend NIKE 
missle sight which was just a bunch of concrete pads and a few undground bunkers. Still cool to see 
all the abandoned buildings and stuff.

So saturday night of this weekend about 7 guys from the dorm decided we would go find an ICBM 
missile site and see what we could see. We ended up finding an old ATLAS D type ICBM missle 
complex with 3 different launchers each one still mostly intact. The whole complex was very large 
and consisted of a number of buildings. It was really neat to see the commander center and the room 
that the huge computers of that era had once been. The whole floor was made of a hollow wood 
which had a crawl space for the miles of wire that connected terminals. The buildings are completely 
preserved and no one has entered them for years. The actual launch buildings were huge concrete 
buildings which held the missile in them and when they were to be fired the roof would slide open 
and the missle would be lifted up into place. Of course all this exploring was done late at night w/
head lamps because the land was owned by a local farmer.

The next day me and two other guys from the dorm got the GPS cordinates for an ATLAS F site 
ICBM which is the oes that were underground. Now this may not seem very interesting but one must 
think about the massiveness of these missiles. The round chamber that held the missle underground 
was about 200 feet across and about 16 stories deep!!. The launch chamber was connected by a tunnel 
that led to a two story underground command center which had differnt hallways and tunnels leading 
off of it and finally up a stairway to the surface. The only visible marks on the surface is a huge 
concrete pad which has two 17 ton concrete doors that were once powered by hydrolics to lift up to let 
the missile out and a concrete slanted building comeing out of the ground that held the stairs. 
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Anyways, we found the site which was again privately owned by a farmer who used the site for a 
trash dump. We found the site and were vary thrilled! We busted open a lock on the door to the 
underground portion and walked down the stairs that haven't been used in probably 30 years.

This is the entrance to the once heavily guarded site...the building to the left is an old military storage 
building, notcie the high fence so the missile could go through.

These are the 17 ton doors that would lift up 
to launch the missile. Under there is a 16 story deep circular lauch tube. you can see both doors in this 

picture, they would lift up form the center seam and stand straight up in the air.
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This is the entrance to the underground silo. 
That's all that is above ground everythign else is below.

This the two guys walking down into the complex. The place was in bad shape, obvious that no one 
had been in there for years!
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This is the bottom of the stairs....there was 
about 14 inches of water on the floor on this area. We ended up trudging through the water around the 

corner is an area that was called the entrapment area. Where the first blast door was located.

First room called entrapment area. you cann 
see the waterline on the walls from previous flooding.
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Stairs leading down to the command center...
about 3 stories underground at this point.

This ist he first story of the command center. 
This is where the missiel launch controls were located.
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This is some old office of some sort located 
on the first floor of the command center.

This is another couple stories down into the 
entrance of the connecting tunnel to the launch area. The racks on teh left are where the 

communication and control wires would have run to the missile from teh command center.
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This is the connecting tunnel to the launch 
area where the Missle was located

This is the last blast door between the tunnel 
and the launch chamber. was taken off many years ago.
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These are brackets on teh wall of the circular 
launch tube that held the missile in place. At one time there would have been cat walks around this 16 

storie deep silo.

This picture is hard to make out but this is 
looking up at the bottom of the silo doors that were pictured before from above ground. The double 
white line is where the two doors seperate. The bottom 10 stories of teh silo were filled with water 

and prevented us from seeing the whole complex but the experience was definately amazing.

After spending about an hour underground we resurfaced and decided we better leave we didnt' want 
to get caught by farmer John. But on the way out farmer John started to drive in so we had to run 
across the corn field where I ended up on my face once and finally to the car. we made it out before 
he could get to us. What an adventure....

posted by Josh's Mischief Site at 4:45 AM   
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